Attachment D-1b

MEMORANDUM

TO: 
JANNA MINSK, VP CONFERENCE – APA CALIFORNIA
Cc:
RALPH KACHADOURIAN, APA CALIFORNIA - CENTRAL SECTION DIRECTOR


FROM:  LYNNE BYNDER, CONFERENCE COORDINATOR – APA CALIFORNIA

DATE: 
MAY 20, 2011

RE:
VISALIA STATE CONFERENCE 2013 – STATUS REPORT

Below is a summary of room rate projections, dates, location and meetings space info for Visalia as a possible location for the 2013 APA California Conference.

Meeting Space 

· The conference would be held at the Visalia Convention Center.  All meeting space for General Session, Exhibits held in foyer, breakouts up to 10 at 75ppl each.
· Dates available in 2013: September 29th to October 2, October 6-9, 13-16, 20-23, 27-30.

· APA California does not pay for meeting space.  We will need to negotiate a rebate to cover the cost of meeting space at the Convention Center and build into the room rate at the convention hotels.  Formula for rebate:  Room rate $119 plus $25-$30 additional per room per night to cover meeting space costs= $144-$149 per night per attendee.  Note:  this is just an estimate as we have not received a proposal with costs from the Convention Center.   Estimate could be higher based on meeting space requirements.

Hotel Rooms
· Visalia Marriott is connected to the Convention Center.  However, they only will provide 100-125 rooms for group blocks.  Approximate room rate in Sept/Oct 2013 - $119
· Overflow hotel #1 – Comfort Suites – located on the other side of the convention center – 72 room property and will usually allow full blocks at this property
· Overflow hotel #2 – Holiday Inn – located as you are entering into town on Hwy 198 and is approximately 7-10 minute drive to convention center depending on traffic.  Will provide up to 150 rooms for group block
· CVB uses the housing tool Passkey to link all hotels to one reservation system
Transportation
· Visalia is a 3.5 hour drive from LA and SF  
· Amtrak service stops in Hanford.  From Hanford only the Amtrak bus is available.  This is an additional 15-20 miles from Hanford Amtrak Station
· 2 Daily Flights into Visalia Airport from LAX on Great Lakes Airways.  Approximate fare: $149
