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September 1, 2009

To:

Executive Board, APACA

From:

Kimberly Christensen, AICP, FAICP Coordinator, APACA

Subject:       Agenda Item F2:  2010 FAICP Nominations for Submission By The                               California Chapter & Changes to Future California Chapter Nomination                      Process 
2010 FAICP Nomination Selection by APA California Chapter
The College of Fellows Of AICP conducts nominations to the college every two years.  The nomination submittal process occurs in odd years with the induction of nominees at the APA National conference on even years.  Nominations for the 2010 College of Fellows of AICP must be submitted by November 17, 2009. There are several ways to nominate an AICP member, nominations by APA Chapters being one of them.  In 2006, APACA established a FAICP Nomination Committee that meets during the FAICP nomination cycle that is charged with reviewing the list of eligible AICP members in California and then making a recommendation to the APACA Executive Board. 
The APACA FAICP Nomination Committee convened in August, 2009 to review the list of members and recommendations provided by the Section Boards, FAICP members, and the general California APA membership. With 843 AICP eligible members in California as of January 1, 2009, the FAICP Nomination Committee had a difficult task in narrowing the field of candidates. The Committee believes that the group selected has made significant contributions to planning, meets the judging criteria in the FAICP Nomination Guidelines, and is representative of all areas of California.  
On August 28, 2009 a memorandum and an electronic ballot were sent to the APACA Executive Board regarding the FAICP Nomination Committee’s recommendation for the American Planning Association California Chapter to submit FAICP nominations on behalf of 19 AICP members for 2010.  The APACA Executive Board approved the recommended slate of members. The FAICP Coordinator has contacted each of the 19 members notifying them that the California Chapter would like to submit a nomination on their behalf.  
As of the date of this report to the Board, 12 of the AICP members that the Chapter approved have chosen to pursue nomination at this time.  One member is not able to pursue the application process at this time, a few others are evaluating if they will proceed and 2 members have not been reached yet.
The following members have confirmed that wish to proceed this year as of the date of this report:
1.    Curtis Alling, AICP, Sacramento
2.    Rajeev Bhatia, AICP, Northern
3.    Don Cotton, AICP, Los Angeles
4.    Jeanette Dinwiddie-Moore, AICP, Northern
5.    Robert Freilich, AICP, Los Angeles
6.    Wayne Goldberg, AICP, Northern
7.    Jeffrey Lambert, AICP, Los Angeles
8.    Betsy McCullough, AICP, San Diego
9.    Carl Morehouse, AICP, Central Coast
10.  George, Osner, AICP, Central
11.  Terry Rivasplata, AICP, Sacramento
12.  Al Zelinka, AICP, Orange
Please respect the confidentiality of this process and the privacy of these members by not circulating this information to others beyond those individuals involved or assisting in this process (a need-to-know basis) as their selection into the College of Fellows is not guaranteed.  I will provide the Board a follow-up report once all remaining members have been reached and they have made their decisions.
Next Steps for the 2010 FAICP Nominations
I am in discussions with each of the nominees who are reviewing the submittal requirements.  They will be making decisions about their nomination category, individuals to write letters of support, and suggesting possible “sponsors” who will assist me in sheparding and reviewing their application and assisting in coordination of the individuals writing letters.  FAICP members who have been through this process are ideal candidates because of their familiarity and success in getting through the submittal material requirements which can be somewhat daunting.  I will be contact a number of our members regarding assisting with applications.  We are also looking for sponsors who have personal knowledge of the candidate’s accomplishments as well.  Additionally, if any of the Board members would like to volunteer as a sponsor or can suggest possible “sponsors” who are very knowledgeable about the candidates, please contact me as soon as possible but no later than Tuesday, September 22nd.  I will be preparing a time line that will include deadlines for first drafts of the candidates resumes and letters of support (roughly mid October) and final deadlines so the materials can be packaged and delivered to meet the November 17th submittal deadline.  This information will be provided to candidates, sponsors, and “letter writers”. 

The cost to submit an application is $95 and based upon my past experience, the overall cost of the materials, shipping, and application cost will run approximately $200 per person.  Carol Barrett’s Professional Development report will address this as a Board action item to approve the budget to cover the cost. 

Recommended Changes/Improvements for Next Nomination Cycle

APA Section Executive Boards, FAICP members, and the general Chapter membership were solicited for names of AICP members to be considered for FAICP nomination that resulted in a large list of potential candidates.  Although the process of submitting names for FAICP nomination consideration was open to all APA California Chapter members, minimum submission criteria was not required.  This created a lack of uniformity and specificity as to the reasons for consideration.  
The FAICP Nomination Committee concluded that some changes should be made before the next nomination cycle that would improve the process.  The Committee recommends that the Nomination Committee be provided with sufficiently detailed and uniform level of information to aid them in their evaluation of potential candidates and ensure that fully informed decisions can be made about each eligible AICP member.  Specifically, the Nomination Committee recommends that a minimum level of information be required and that each eligible AICP member be given an opportunity to prepare biographical information about themselves that highlights their achievements and qualifications for consideration.  
The FAICP Coordinator proposes preparing a Nomination Form that establishes the information required for consideration that is consistent with the Nomination Guidelines judging criteria and that provides contact information and a nomination category for each potential candidate.  The forms would be posted on the Chapter’s web-site along with a list of names of eligible candidates.  No personal information would be posted with the list of names.  The forms would also be sent to all California Chapter members by e-blast.
