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Recent Projects

"Immediate benefits included improving the community residents' spirit — their communal self-image, while also bringing recognition to the neighborhood as a place with historic and social value." 





- Kathi Ingrish, AICP, Matthews, North Carolina (recipient of CPAT for � HYPERLINK "http://www.planning.org/communityassistance/teams/matthews/" \t "_blank" �Crestdale� neighborhood in Matthews, NC)








Do you enjoy helping communities in need?   Looking to volunteer?








“There is an incredible sense of satisfaction being able to bring out good community conversations.  On a personal level I love being challenged by other professionals and the community.  Even though I have given a few days of my time I walk away much richer from it.”   


- Sue Schwartz, FAICP – Team Leader for Maricopa, AZ CPAT





“I enjoyed working with…the rest of the team.  I will be writing an article for the Michigan Chapter of APA to encourage planners in the State to experience CPAT receiving all the attributes of helping a community and our profession.” 





-Russell A. Soyring, AICP – Team Member for Story County CPAT








Now Accepting Applications for Community Planning Assistance Teams





Upcoming deadline: December 5, 2012





� 





American Planning Association


1030 15th Street, Suite 750W| Washington, DC 20005





Application Process


Team Member applications from professional planners are accepted on a rolling basis and are kept on file to be paired with future community projects. Community applications are accepted over two application cycles per year, one ending in early June and the other in early December.  Once a project is accepted, APA staff reviews the Team Member applications on file and begins to arrange a team of professional planners to participate in the project based on their areas of expertise.  Teams typically consist of 4-5 planners, with one individual designated as Team Leader, and one dedicated APA senior staff member.  


How can I get more information and apply?


Go to the CPAT page of APA’s website (http://www.planning.org/communityassistance/teams/)


Questions?


Please contact us at CPAT@planning.org








APA is currently seeking applications from communities and volunteer team members for its Community Planning Assistance Teams.  


What is CPAT?


CPAT is a place-based initiative of the American Planning Association that seeks to foster community education, engagement, and empowerment.


Expert assistance from a team of planning professionals is used to develop a framework or vision plan that promotes a sustainable, livable, economically vibrant, and healthy community.


Who can apply for CPAT assistance?


Counties, Cities, Towns, Community Groups, Non-Profits


Who works on the CPAT?


A multidisciplinary team of planning professionals.


Team members are selected based on the specific expertise needed for the project.


Team works with community members, key stakeholders, elected officials, and other decision makers.





Story County, Iowa – November 2011


Story County, Iowa, located just north of Des Moines, is a community looking to strategically align economic development and quality of life.  Recently, the county has faced increasing pressure from development interests seeking to expand. This has caused some friction between these interests and some long-term residents who wish to keep much of the land outside the county's 15 towns and cities exclusively agricultural. As the county seeks to develop and expand its economic base, it must draft a plan that will address both sides of this critical issue.


In October 2011, the CPAT team arrived in Story County touring various cities and sites around the area. After an initial meeting with the County Board of Supervisors and County Planning and Zoning Staff, the team held back to back focus groups with different stakeholders from all parts of the county. Team members heard not only from mayors and representatives from local governments, but business leaders in the county as well. In the evening, the team convened a public forum which brought a group of interested citizens into the conversation. After taking a day to work with urban planning students from nearby Iowa St. University to put together a presentation for the community, the team presented their recommendations to town citizens, stakeholders, and the Story County Board of Supervisors.








Seven Ranches Area, Maricopa, Arizona - February 2012


The City of Maricopa, located about 30 miles south of Phoenix, experienced tremendous growth over the past decade, transitioning from a small town of just over 1,000 people in 2000 to more than 40,000 by 2010.  The private water provider for Seven Ranches cannot meet minimum fire flow requirements, which has prevented additional development. The area's poor infrastructure, blighted homes, and uncoordinated developments have presented significant obstacles for the overall economic expansion of the city. A 2009 survey conducted in Seven Ranches showed a strong desire for a planning study focusing on the area's infrastructure issues and the encouragement of commercial / mixed use developments.


In February 2012, the CPAT team travelled to Maricopa and conducted a well-attended community meeting. Residents participated in a visual preference survey using an electronic polling system. Team members also met with residents individually and in groups to hear hopes, concerns, and other ideas.  They then put together a presentation of their recommendations and presented it to the community.











