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AGENDA ITEM NO.  __I-1__
DATE:

November 1, 2010

TO:

APA California Board of Directors

FROM:
Carol D. Barrett, FAICP, Vice President for Professional
                       Development and the Members of the PDO Team
SUBJECT:
STATUS REPORT 
RECOMMENDATION

The Board should review this information and discuss the topic of creating community with unemployed and underemployed planners.  
REPORT

The Professional Development Team, including representatives from each Section, continues to meet monthly to address member needs.  The members of the PDO Team are listed on the last page.   A quick shout out and thanks to those Sections whose PDO’s participated in at least 50% of our conference calls:  Central, Central Coast, Los Angeles, Northern, Orange, and San Diego. 
It has been my pleasure to work with the Board and the PDO Team during the past two years.  I particularly want to acknowledge the assistance provide by Laura Murphy and other members of the Stefan George team.  Without their work, our members would experience a much reduced level of service from the Chapter.

	MAJOR ACTIVITIES
	STATUS

	CM Credits
	The second two year mandatory cm credit reporting cycle is drawing to a close and we remain committed to providing opportunities for as much low cost and no cost CM training as possible.  The Chapter’s Lending Library (another no-cost option for members), organized and maintained by Laura Murphy, has been a popular as well.   Juan Borelli did an outstanding job of keeping section program information current on the web site so members could avail themselves of all of the options out there.   The Sections continue to deliver quality programs and I anticipate a strong interest in the Chapter Conference for those needing to complete their credits.  However, our CM completion rate continues to lag when compared to national data.  See comparison below. 


CM Reporting Period: 2009 – 2010
(1) Snapshot of how California compares with the national average as of September 15, 2010:
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California Chapter 11 6.96% 9 570%| 9 570%| 22 13.92%| 37 2342%| 70 44.30% 158
National 40 435% | 32 348% | 61 6.64%| 106 1053%| 155 16.87%| 525 57.13%| 910




	Retaking the AICP Exam
	Members whose reporting cycle ended in 2009 have two years to get current with their CM credits and to seek re-instatement.  After 2011, they will have to retake the AICP Exam.

	AICP Exam 
	All of the reduced fee scholarships for the November AICP exam were awarded.  Because of the intense interest, this year we had an application process.  All of those selected for help were unemployed.  The California Planning Foundation has agreed to contribute two reduced fee scholarships annually and a number of Sections are also assisting.

	Annual Conference
	Two ethics sessions will be presented at the conference.  The PDO Team will present “You Be the Ethics Judge and Jury” on Wednesday including performances by stellar Thespians.  The Section Directors are leading “Navigating Ethical Dilemmas in Planning” on Tuesday.  There are a number of legal sessions as well.  We decided not to do an audio recording of the session because of the cost per session ($600 plus a $50 distance learning fee to APA for each session.)  You can listen to the old ethics and law CDs for credit in a new reporting cycle.

The members of the PDO Team will meet at 7:00 am on Tuesday for a professional development exchange.

	FAICP
	We are scheduled to present a short session at the Conference (Tuesday at 8:00 am) for members interested in submitting FAICP nominations.  We’re distributing information including suggestions entitled Fabricating a Fabulous FAICP nomination.

	California Planning Foundation
	I have represented the Chapter at all the Board meetings of the Foundation and the process for securing CM credits for all of the Foundation’s training events now is working smoothly.

	Budget Survey
	Although not exactly in the PDO portfolio, it was may pleasure to assist the Budget Committee by undertaking a survey of Chapter members to help establish priorities for the Chapter’s budgeting session.  The results were published in CalPlanner.

	Ethics Education
	I wrote an article for CalPlanner entitled “Ethics:  It’s Not Just for CM Credit.”


TOPIC OF CONCERN – BUILDING THE COMMUNITY OF PLANNERS
The extraordinarily difficult job market for planners is, of course, difficult financially.  But it is also causing professional hardship as recent graduates are unable to secure a first paying job, perhaps for years, and competent experienced planners may also remain unemployed when laid off from their jobs.  It’s not all about the money or reduced fees (although that is important).  We need to think about what we can do to help these folks feel like they are members of the planning community.  I know this is something where we can count on the Sections to be the real leaders, but I would like for us to brainstorm a bit about what it means to be a profession, and what responsibilities we have to engage with folks, when so many of our colleagues are unable to feel like participants in planning life.
FISCAL IMPACT

None.

ACTION

I recommend that the Board:

1. Discuss the topic of concern – Building the Community of Planners – and refer the matter to Sections for possible implementation of recommendations.
2.  Receive and file this report.
Respectfully Submitted by the PDO Team

Marissa Aho, AICP, Los Angeles
Carol D. Barrett, FAICP, Vice President for Professional Development
Don Bradley, AICP, Northern

Juan Borrelli, AICP, Professional Development Programs North

Mathew Burris, AICP, Inland Empire

Kimberly Christensen, AICP,  FAICP Process

Stan Donn, AICP, San Diego

Matt Foulkes, Orange

Nancy Graham, AICP, San Diego

John Heiser, AICP, Sacramento

Maryann Marks, AICP, Orange

Collette Morse, AICP, AICP Commissioner

Laura Murphy, Stefan George Associates

George Osner, AICP, AICP Exam

Christina Ratcliff, AICP, Northern (recently resigned)
Tania Sheyner, AICP, Northern
Lance Schulte, AICP, AICP Commissioner

Patsy Stadelman, AICP, Central Coast

Jenni Tickler, Sacramento

Des Johnston, AICP, Central

Al Zelinka, FAICP, Professional Development Programs South
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