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AGENDA ITEM__I-1_ ___


	MEMORANDUM

TO:            THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FROM:      SECTION DIRECTORS
DATE:          January 15/16th 2010
SUBJ:         SECTION ACTIVITIES AND REPORT FOR 2009


	


CENTRAL SECTION 

Activities/Events:

· Central Section Planning Awards, June

· August 28-31, 17th Annual Sierra Retreat at Lake Sequoia, Camp YMCA at the entrance to Kings Canyon National Park: 54 AEP & APA members and families attended.

· October 1-2, sponsored and participated in the 1st Annual San Joaquin Valley Blueprint Planning Awards hosted by the 8-County Regional Planning Agencies (COG’s) at their Fall Policy Conference held in Fresno.

· October 16, sponsored and participated in the 2nd Annual Central Valley Land Use Conference in Clovis.  The conference was themed “Quality Living in a Thirsty Valley” with over 120 attendees.

· December 3, held our 2nd Joint Holiday Mixer in Fresno with AEP Central Chapter.  There were 35 attendees.

· December 11, held our Section Christmas Gathering in Visalia, 15 attendees

Ongoing/Planned Activities:

· November/December, section officer nominations/elections for Director, Assistant Director, and PDO)

· Revamping of our Section website

· The restarting of the monthly Professional Development Roundtable luncheons at the Downtown Club in Fresno.

· Continued sponsorship of the Valley Futures Forums at the Great Valley Center, Modesto

· Periodic membership/networking mixers in our geographical section divisions (north, south and central)

· Ethics Training (date TBD)

CENTRAL COAST SECTION

Fall Activities:

· August, SB 375 Luncheon/Speaker: approx. 40 attendees

· September, Ventura Mixer: approx. 45 attendees

· October, Meet the Planning Director/Walking Tour: approx. 40 attendees

· October, Ethics Training (CM) with Carol: approx. 35 attendees

· November, Legal Update (CM), expecting 15+ attendees

· November, CPR Collaboration… details TBD

· December, Christmas Party (Ventura/SB), details TBD

· December, SB County Housing Element/City of SB GP Update Workshops, details TBD
Initiatives/New Programs:

· UC Bren Outreach: 2 New Board Reps; Jocelyn Gretz and Zoe Layton 

· Newsletter Revamp

· Measure B (Santa Barbara) Campaigning and Assistance; We Won!!! (Defeated the height limit measure in downtown Santa Barbara)

· Website revamp; TBD

· Ventura County Planning Academy; hoping to launch in March, 2010

· LinkedIn Page development/membership is +100

· Paid, part time, ‘intern’ which is working out well!

· Annual retreat in January
State Board Administration: 

· Local Elections for Subsection Directors

· Conference/Local Host Committee Appointments for SB, 2011
INLAND EMPIRE SECTION

Training programs/Planned Events

One of the goals we set for the 09 year was to provide training programs at the lowest cost possible, even if it meant breaking even or losing a little bit of money by year’s end. Another goal was to address the basic needs of the younger planning professionals as well as those who need AICP credits. 

We started off the year in March with a “nuts & bolts” type of training- Staff Report Writing Techniques, Findings, and Presentations Skills.  This  comprehensive program, taught by a land use attorney and principal level planning practitioners covered everything from staff review, interdepartmental coordination, public comments, hearings and notices, staff report structure, format and content, principles about writing proper findings for land use entitlements as well as how to deal with the media, Electeds and interest groups.

In April- “Bikeway and trail Planning for Practitioners.” This event presented multi-modal planning, regulations. Application and design and focused on GIS solutions for the desktop, web and mobile environment.

The May 20th IESAPA Awards Luncheon recognized 14 outstanding projects, distinguished individuals and provided scholarships to our local planning students

The most popular program was our 2nd Annual Historical Symposium- Land Use Planning: understanding the Future of Eastern Riverside County Through the Eye of History, sponsored by the Agua Caliente Indians.  Well over 100 people attended this event.

The August Interstate 10 Interchange & Regional Transportation Issues and November law & Ethics workshop were joint programs put on by between the Coachella Valley Association of Governments and IESAPA. 

Building a Better Corridor: Tools for a community to Evaluate Local Corridors.  This event was slated for November-09 but was deferred until Jan-10 due to too few reservations.

December- 09 Section Retreat in beautiful Indian Wells.
Section Board of Directors Administration

· Revamp of By-laws consistency with State By-laws 

· Jan-09 Local Election results: Section President, Vice-Director-PDO, Legislation, PIO, Policy

· December-09 Election of President- Elect

· Appointment of University liaison

· Addition of paid Webmaster

· Promotion from Editor-at-Large to Newsletter Editor

Upcoming programs for 2010

· Climate Change Series part I and part II workshop

· Municipal NPDES MS4 Storm Water Permit Renewals

· 3rd Annual Historical Symposium

· Multiple Membership outreach/networking parties

LOS ANGELES SECTION

· The 4th annual LA Section APA Student Symposium was held in November, with over 50 students attending a free half-day conference held at Cal State Northridge.  Rotating sessions and policy updated were shared, the event was a success and completes a four year tour of UCLA/USC/Cal Poly Pomona, and Cal State Northridge.

· The fall newsletter shifted to soy ink and continues to use recycled paper.  The newsletter is now 100% in accordance with the national graphic package.  It looks great.

· The LA Section approved a website enhancement beginning in January to a content management system which will allow quick and easy updates from non-technical volunteers.

· The LA Section has formed a 2012 National Conference brainstorming committee, reaching out to key experienced conference helpers, and will be presenting a recommendation for co-chairs early in 2010.  After the co-chairs are selected, there will be a local volunteer kick-off in Summer of 2010.  The conference hotel, currently under construction, opens in February- its amazing.

· A membership outreach drive is underway, with the development of simple one-page and postcard size flyers based on older materials.  There may be an opportunity to share these materials with other sections and perhaps create additional resources for all sections at the State level.

· The LA APA holiday party was on the Sunset Strip this year at the exclusive Mondrian Hotel.  The recession has made them desperate.  Our organizer ran into Britney Spears in the hotel spa before the event and invited her to join APA. 
NORTHERN SECTION
· We organized about 30 professional development events this year, including Planning Ethics in the Workplace (1.5 CM Ethics) and a Planning Law session (1.5 CM Law). We co-sponsored events with the Association of Environmental Professionals (AEP), the San Francisco Planning + Urban Research Association (SPUR), the Society for American City and Regional Planning History (SACRPH), American Council of Engineering Companies, and private firms. We held two AICP exam preparation workshops (4 classes each over 4 months), with a pass rate of 98%.
· After two years in the making, 20 planners, architects, and engineers traveled to India on a three-week planning tour. They learned about several Indian cities, their history, how they are planned, and how they are coping with urbanization. In every city the dramatic influx of rural migrants was the primary driver of the planning challenges to be faced. For a full review of the tour with pictures, go to: http://www.norcalapa.org/assets/chapter/newsletter/Dec_Jan10.pdf. The tour is expected to receive between 20 and 30 CM credits for its participants.
· Northern News started offering unemployed planners a chance to showcase their talents in our “Planners Seeking Employment” section. Our editors also instituted the Silver Pen Award to recognize and honor clarity of expression and quality of writing.
· We founded a Young Planners Group modeled after the Sacramento Valley Section. We also started a facebook page. A LinkedIn is next.
· Our board grew to 38 members, with the expansion of the Professional Development Director position (2 Co-Directors), and the Planning Diversity subcommittee (1 Director and 2 Associate Directors). We adopted an updated Co-Sponsorship Policy to help us approve requests from various groups seeking funding, CM provider help, publicity and other benefits from our Section. We put together a board procedures document to explain our SOP to board members and the public. We expect to post the document and attachments on our website by January 2010.
ORANGE SECTION

· We held six “low-cost” lunch programs at a variety of locations in the County, all of which were eligible for AICP certificate maintenance credits.  The event topics were applicable to today’s current planning issues, and all of the events were well attended.

· At the beginning of the year, we appointed a team of Executive Advisors composed of 10 of Orange County’s most seasoned Planners.  The Advisors meet with Section Board on a Quarterly basis and serve in an advisory capacity in respect to its policies and programs. They may also serve as mentors to students and young professionals; judges for our annual awards competition; speakers, moderators or resources for our professional development programs; and historians for past Orange Section activities.  We are honored that these individuals are volunteering their time, experience, and expertise which we believe has been a tremendous value to our membership. 
· In addition to recognizing 12 outstanding planning projects at our Section level in May, Orange Section in conjunction with the Planning Directors of Orange County awarded four student scholarships of $500 each in memory of Bob Goldin.  This scholarship program has been place since 2004 and nearly $9,000 has been awarded in student scholarships and stipends.

· We held an article competition on cultural awareness and diversity in late Spring, and the winner Ata ul Malik Khan received $100. The outstanding article, titled A Negative Declaration, was published in our Summer newsletter.

· In August, in conjunction with the Planning Directors Association of Orange County and the Orange Empire-International Code Council, we held our annual golf tournament at the beautiful Monarch Beach Golf Links in Dana Point; which despite the economy was very successful. The event raised over $3,000 for the Bob Goldin Memorial Student Scholarship. 

· In October, we teamed with the Planning Directors Association of Orange County to conduct the annual Planning Officials Forum.  The forum provides local training for Planning Commissioners and planners alike, and this year’s theme was “Hitting the Reset Button- New Realities in Local Government.” The half-day program was held at the Richard Nixon Library in Yorba Linda and was attended by 150 people.  Bill Fulton was the key note speaker.

· Finally we did not forget to have fun this year, and we joined up with the Association of Environmental Planners for the Pageant of the Masters, an Angel Game, and Holiday mixer which provided lots of opportunities for networking and catching up with friends.
SACRAMENTO VALLEY SECTION

The Sacramento Valley Section APACA (SVS) made it a priority in 2009 to continue our partnerships with other organizations, outreach to new partners, provide opportunities for members to receive AICP CM credits, nurture new leaders, and above all, to continue to provide activities and events that give value to being a APACA member.

The below highlight our accomplishments in 2009:

2009 Annual APACA Conference

· The Sacramento Valley Section hosted this year’s conference at Squaw Creek in Lake Tahoe.  This was the state’s first green conference, with Sacramento setting the standard that all future conferences will strive to be as environmentally friendly as possible. 

State APA Award for Section Programming
The Sacramento Valley Section received an award from APACA for excellent section programming based on our Young Planners Group (YGP) and our Annual Speaker Series.  

The Young Planners Group (YPG)

The Section continued to support the YGP.  Our YPG, the first in the country, attracts young professionals to our organizations and mentors both future APA leaders and future leaders in the planning profession.  The Section created an appointed board position for the YPG and combined it with the position of University Liaison. This will allow us to better support student planners by creating a link between the academic environment and the professional world they are working to enter.  Additional YPG accomplishments this year include:

· Publication of the "Guide to Young Planners Groups" which serves as the national APA guide to starting a YPG.

· Presentation to National APA Conference in Minneapolis, MN and recognition buy APA President and Board 

· YPG activities at Annual APA CA Conference at Squaw Creek 

· Start-up of the UC Davis Student Chapter 

· YPG professional development programs and networking events.  This includes an event on World Town Planning Day (November 12, 2009), the first time our section has ever participated in this event. 
Annual One Day Conference

On June 12th the Section hosted our 3rd Annual One-Day Conference on “The Sustainable Region – Making It Happen.”  This event was facilitated by Janet Ruggiero and Steve Preston and included a well rounded panel of professionals, including, Woodie Tescher, David Mogavero, Jerry Walters, Carey Knecht and Tim Youmans. It was held at the City of West Sacramento Galleria and was attended by 150 and provided 6 CM credits.

Sustainable Region Speakers Series

We continued our extremely successful Speaker Series with our partners from AEP, AIA, ASLA, ECOS, ULI-Sacramento and USGBC-Sacramento.  Over 250 individuals registered for these six monthly events from June through November.  Each session attracted about 100 people from diverse professional disciples.  This Series provided 12 CM Credits for our members at a very low cost of $10 per session.

Planning Commissioner Trainings

Working with SACOG, Mike Notestine the APACA Planning Commissioner Representative, and APACA Past President Janet Ruggiero, the SVS has hosted two planning commissioner trainings in our region for approximately 70 attendees.  There at least four more sessions being developed.  

AICP CM Credits

One of our goals has to been provide a wide selection of low cost CM credits to our members so they can fulfill their accreditation requirements.  The Section provided 26 CM credits in 2009 through our One-Day Conference, Speaker Series and by working with other organizations to ensure our members could get credits for other planning related events they attended.  Other opportunities included the ULI TOD Tour of Fruitvale and Hayward, and the CA Strategic Growth Council’s Andres Duany presentation.  We were able to provide CM Credits for the live webcast of the Duany presentation, which allowed planners around the state and the nation access to cutting edge planning issues and free CM credits.  AICP members are required to get 32 credits every two years so the sections is meeting our target of providing enough low cost credits to allow our members to easily achieve this requirement.

Section Planning Awards

On November 18th the Section hosted our Annual Awards Event to recognize outstanding planning in our APACA section. For the fifth year, in addition to the standard APA planning awards, the Sacramento Valley Section awarded its own Regional Vision Awards.  These awards recognize local individuals and organizations that are on the cutting edge of developing and implement programs that make our community a better place.  
SAN DIEGO SECTION
Fall Programs/Events:

· August, Planners’ Night Out Membership Appreciation Mixer: approx. 60 attendees

· August, FASTPlan by Move San Diego: approx. 50 attendees

· November, Law & Ethics Seminar (CM) with Carol: approx 25 attendees

· December, Christmas Party (co-hosted with AEP and Women’s’ Environmental Council): over 100 attendees

Initiatives/New Programs/Partnerships:

· Young Planners’ Group – New Co-Chairs and YPG launch event

· 2010 Annual Conference Planning including all Conference Committee Appointments

· Annual retreat in November

· Participated on ASLA-San Diego Annual Awards Jury

· Member of County of San Diego GP Update Interest Group Advisory Committee

· Attendance at UCSD and SDSU Student Planning Association Events

State Board Administration: 

· Local Elections for Section Director and Treasurer

· Conference Manual Comments

· Coordination of standing Section Director Conference Call
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