AGENDA ITEM__K-2

TO:

APA California Chapter Board 
FROM:
Jessie Barkley, APA California Awards Coordinator


Hing Wong, Vice President of Administration
DATE:

January 15, 2010
SUBJECT:
Update on APA California Awards Program
Recommended Action:

Receive and File

Background:

The APA California Awards Program had a successful year, presenting 19 Awards of Excellence and 10 Awards of Merit at the annual APA California Conference in Lake Tahoe on September 15th, 2009.  This year, the 2010 Chapter Award program submission deadline will be May 28, 2010. 

The APA California Awards Program strives to recognize outstanding planning projects and individuals within the State.  APA California has been very successful moving State Award winners on to winning National Awards, including twenty-five (25) awards in the last six years.  This includes the three (3) national awards that will be presented to Projects and people at the 2010 National Conference in New Orleans.  Our success can be attributed to our Section and State Awards Programs and how closely our program mirrors the National Planning Awards. Out of the 11 APA National Awards, California had the most awards received by any one state. 

The National Planning Award winners from California were:
National Planning Excellence Awards

Daniel Burnham Award for a Comprehensive Plan

City of San Diego General Plan

San Diego, California

The City of San Diego General Plan (2008) sets out a long-range vision and policy framework for how the city should plan for growth, provide public services, and maintain the qualities that define San Diego. It was structured to work in concert with the city's 40-plus community plans and is part of a regional and statewide smart growth strategy.

The plan includes the City of Villages smart growth strategy to focus growth into mixed-use villages that are pedestrian-friendly districts, of different scales, and linked to the transit system. The plan addresses protections for industrial lands, provisions for urban parks, "toolboxes" to implement mobility strategies, and policies to further the preservation of San Diego's historical resources. It also reaffirms the city's long history of protecting open space lands.
National Planning Achievement Awards

Advancing Diversity & Social Change (Paul Davidoff Award)

Dr. Jane Clough-Riquelme, SANDAG Tribal Liaison

San Diego, California

The Reservation Transportation Authority (RTA), a nonprofit intertribal government agency serving its member tribes in southern California, started working with the San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) to strengthen liaison activities and tribal involvement in regional planning, especially transportation planning. As the tribal liaison, Jane Clough-Riquelme has been instrumental in facilitating the involvement of the 17 federally recognized tribal nations in the San Diego area in the regional planning process. Her work has resulted in the increased mobility of tribal communities through the creation of key institutional mechanisms for coordination in SANDAG, the development of a collaborative planning agenda, supporting RTA's pursuit of funding sources, and technical assistance in the implementation of tribal transportation projects involving multiple agencies for the benefit of all tribal nations in the region.

Through Clough-Riquelme's efforts, the intertribal council, the Southern California Tribal Chairmen's Association, signed a historic agreement to join the SANDAG Board and Policy Advisory Committees as advisory members — marking the first tribal membership in the regional planning agency.

National Planning Leadership Award for a Student Planner

Taryn Hanano

San Jose State University 

San Jose, California

Taryn Hanano has exemplified exceptional scholarship and ongoing commitment to advancing the visibility and recognition of the urban planning profession through her education and professional endeavors. As a full-time graduate student at San Jose State University's Urban and Regional Planning Department, Hanano has maintained an impressive GPA of 3.93, while working full time.

As a graduate student, Hanano was instrumental in supporting the university and its students. She served as president of the APA Planning Student Organization and the Urban Planning Coalition, and was on the board of the APA California Chapter Northern Section, representing the interests of fellow San Jose State University students. She helped establish a program that provided partial airfare reimbursement for 10 students to attend the 2008 APA National Planning Conference.

Fiscal Impact: Budgeted
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