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APA California Legislative Update – December  2009 
BY SANDE GEORGE, APA CALIFORNIA LOBBYIST
STEFAN/GEORGE ASSOCIATES 
PLANNING GRANT CRITERIA DRAFT AVAILABLE:

Strategic Growth Council BEGINS GRANT PROCESS
As you know, Proposition 84, passed in 2006, authorized the legislature to appropriate grants and planning incentives that reduce energy consumption, conserve water, improve air and water quality, and provide other community benefits – a very rare but much needed source of planning revenues. Currently, about $65 million is available for the Sustainable Communities Planning Grant and Incentives Program remaining out of the original $90 million planning pot in Prop 84 (some monies have already been allocated/set aside for Strategic Growth Council administrative costs, costs related to the sale of the bond and modeling) and another $63 million is available under the Urban Greening Grants program for the purpose of creating urban greening plans that will serve as the master document guiding and coordinating greening projects in the applicant’s jurisdiction.
SB 732 Steinberg, (Chapter 13, Statutes of 2008) specifies requirements and discretionary actions for the sustainable communities planning grant and incentives program.  It also established the Strategic Growth Council (SGC), composed of agency secretaries from the Business Transportation and Housing Agency, California Health and Human Services Agency, California Environmental Protection Agency, the California Natural Resources Agency, the Director of the Governor's Office of Planning and Research, and a public member, appointed by the Governor. SGC is tasked with coordinating the activities of state agencies to: improve air and water quality, protect natural resource and agriculture lands, increase the availability of affordable housing, improve infrastructure systems, promote public health and assist state and local entities in the planning of sustainable communities in meeting the goals of AB 32. 
One of SGC’s primary objectives is to manage and award the Prop 84 planning and urban greening grant funds.
SGC released its draft grant guidelines for both pots of money recently.  APA California is currently writing comments on the guidelines that will be posted on the APA website when completed.  Under SB 732, grants will be awarded to cities, counties, Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs), Joint Powers Authorities (JPAs), Regional Transportation Planning Agencies (RTPAs), and Council of Governments (COGs).  These guidelines establish the process that will be used to solicit the applications, evaluate proposals and awards grants under this competitive grant program. The Council anticipates two or three funding cycles.  
The grant process is in its initial stages. It will be months before actual grants are awarded to eligible entities.  Here is the calendar:

December 10, 2009



Initial comments on the guidelines are due

December 10-February 9, 2009

Additional comments accepted on the draft 







guidelines

January 11, 2010



Guideline comments will be posted on-line

Early January, 2010



Proposed final guidelines posted

February 9, 2010



Adoption of the proposed guidelines

Mid to late February



Solicitation for grant proposals

March – September



Technical support workshops for applicants







Application Review







Funding recommendations to SGC







Final funding decisions by SGC

Also within this timeline, the Legislature will be asked to allocate the funds and the bonds will have to be sold by the Treasurer.  

To view the guidelines on line, go to:

www.sgc.ca.gov
LEGISLATURE RETURNS JANUARY 4th
The Legislature will return January 4th for the second year of the two-year session.  Estimates are that the state is already facing a $21 billion budget deficit.  All 2009 legislation still remaining in the first house must be passed out of the first house by the end of January or will be officially declared dead for the year.  New 2010 legislation, no doubt including many planning bills, will be in print by the end of February.  Get ready.
