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MEMORANDUM

To:

APA-CA Board of Directors
From:

Kurt Christiansen, AICP, APACA President-Elect
Re:

2009 APACA Election Schedule
Date:

January 11/12, 2008
Recommended Action:

Approval of the attached 2009 Election Schedule and approval of the selection of the Nominating Committee to be presented at the Board meeting.
Background:

Even though, we just completed our elections for the APACA officers that assume office on January 1, 2008, it is time to begin the process for the election of the APACA officers that are to assume office on January 1, 2009.  The positions which will be included on the ballot are Vice President for Policy and Legislation, Vice President for Professional Development, and Planning Commission Representative.  The APACA Bylaws set out a specific schedule of events.  At the June 3, 2007, the APACA Board approved amendments to the APACA Bylaws regarding electronic voting.  I have developed a schedule that meets the requirements of the proposed Bylaws amendments which I am submitting to the Board for its approval (also, I have attached both the 2007 Election Schedule and an excerpt from the proposed Bylaws).
In addition to the election schedule, a Nominating Committee must be selected that meets the criteria of the Bylaws which are in the attached excerpt from the Bylaws.  I am in the process of contacting potential members of the Nominating Committee that would meet the criteria and I anticipate presenting the names to the Board at the meeting on February 11th.
Attachments:
2009 APACA Election Schedule



Excerpt from APACA Bylaws

2007 APACA BOARD ELECTION SCHEDULE

Nominating Committee Appointed



January 11, 2008
Cal Planner Ad Published


January/February

March/April 2008
Section Newsletter Ads Published



March/April 2008
Ad Posted on APACA Web Site



February 21, 2008
Nominations Due





March 21, 2008
Nominating Committee Consider Candidates

April/May 2008
Nominating Committee Report to Board


May 21, 2008
Candidate Statements Due




June 21, 2008
Ballots Available to Members




July 21, 2008
Ballots Returned By





August 21, 2008








Executive Director/Tally Committee Report Results

August 29, 2008
Annual Conference





September 21 – 24, 2008
Officers Take Office





January 1, 2009
ARTICLE 7.

ELECTIONS

7.1 NOMINATING COMMITTEE FOR ELECTED CHAPTER OFFICERS

A Nominating Committee of five members, including the President-Elect or Past President, shall be appointed by the President, subject to approval by the Chapter Board of Directors.  The President-Elect or Past President shall serve as Chairperson.  The Committee shall include two additional current or past members of the APACA Board and two APACA members who have never served on the APACA Board.   No two committee members shall be from the same Section.

7.2 NOMINATING PROCEDURES

The Nominating Committee shall nominate two candidates for each Chapter office.  The report of the Nominating Committee shall be submitted to the Chapter Board of Directors for approval 60 days prior to the election.

7.3 NOMINATING CRITERIA

Nominees for the APACA Board shall possess leadership capabilities and shall have demonstrated an interest in APACA.

Nominees for Vice President for Policy and Legislation shall possess a thorough understanding of the planning process, state and national planning law, subdivision law, environmental law, and the implementation of these laws.  Experience in a responsible position at the local government level, and at least one year of service as a member of the APACA Legislative Review Team, are strongly suggested.

Nominees for Vice President for Professional Development shall be members of AICP.

Where feasible, the Committee shall strive to provide a combination of candidates representing the diversity of the organization, including a balance of the North and South geographical areas of the state, gender, ethnicity, public/private practice, lay-planners as well as professional planners.  In addition, the Committee shall consider the size of the home Sections of candidates nominated to run against each other in order to make the race as fair as possible.

Nominating Committee members shall not be nominated for office.

7.4 NOTICE

Notice of open positions and the nomination process shall be published in California Planner and in Section newsletters in one issue between January and June of each year.  Such notice shall also be simultaneously posted on the APACA web site.
7.5 NOMINATING PETITIONS

The membership shall have the opportunity to submit name(s) for nomination as candidates for Chapter Officers by petition.  The petition shall contain the signatures of not less than fifty Chapter members eligible to vote.  The petition shall be submitted to the Chapter Board of Directors at least 45 days prior to the election.  If the member nominated by petition meets the qualifications for the office for which he or she is nominated, the Board shall accept the petition and place the candidate's name on the ballot.

7.6 ELIGIBILITY TO VOTE

Those eligible to vote shall be those members of the Chapter who are members in good standing of the Association or the Chapter.

7.7 VOTING PROCEDURE FOR CHAPTER OFFICERS

Voting for Chapter Officers shall be by secret ballot.  The Executive Director shall either mail a ballot to all members eligible to vote or post the ballot on the Chapter’s website or notify all members eligible to vote through an email announcement that the ballot is posted online.  If the ballot is posted on the Chapter’s website, the Executive Director shall also publish, in the May/June California Planner, notice that the ballot will be posted on the Chapter’s website for a 30 day period begin on a date certain.  This published notice shall also include information on how a member can request a paper ballot.  The ballot shall provide space for write-in candidates and shall specify the date by which the ballot must be cast.  Members may vote for any eligible person, whether or not his or her name appears on the ballot.

7.8 ELECTION SCHEDULE

Election conduct shall follow, to the extent possible, the following guidelines:

ACTION





DEADLINE

Notice of Nomination Process in Cal Planner,
Between January and

Section Newsletters and Web Site

June

Nominating Committee Appointed


No later than March 15

Nominating Committee Report to Board

60 Days Prior to Ballot








 Availability

Candidate Statements Due


30 Days Prior to Ballot 








 Availability

Ballots available to Members
60Days Prior to Annual








Conference

Ballots Cast By
30 Days Prior to Annual








Conference

Executive Director/Tally Committee

20 days Prior to Annual

Report Results




Conference

Officers Take Office




January 1

7.9 TALLYING BALLOTS

The Executive Director, or Tally Committee appointed by the President, shall tally and verify the votes at least 20 days prior to the annual Conference.  At least 20 days prior to the annual conference, the Executive Director or Tally Committee shall provide the tally documentation to the President for approval.

7.10 RESULTS OF THE ELECTION

The candidate for each office receiving the largest number of votes shall be declared elected.

