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STATUS REPORT

	Today’s Date:
	Wednesday, January 2, 2008

	From: 
	Brenda Deeley & Marcus Ginnaty

	To: 
	Sande George, Pete Parkinson, Kurt Christiansen & Collette Morse

	Copy:
	Vince Bertoni, Linda Martin & Donna Lucas

	Subject:
	Status report on actions from December 10 APACA Media Relations team conference call 


Below is an update on the status of actions assigned at our December 10 conference call.

Status of Actions:
Op-Ed program: 

Status: Four sections are underway. Remaining four sections pending byline candidates from committee.
Sections underway:

· San Diego: Op-ed bylined by Kathleen Garcia ran in San Diego Daily Transcript on December 19

· Orange County: Op-ed drafted and approved. The Orange County Register declined to publish it due to its Libertarian editorial page position. Pitching underway with the Orange County Business Journal.

· Northern California: Hing Wong interview completed. Draft of op-ed is underway and will be routed to Hing Wong for review by January 4.
· Central Coast: Carl Morehouse interview completed. Draft of op-ed is underway and will be routed to Carl Morehouse for review by January 4. 
Sections pending byline candidates:

· Committee to contact op-ed byline candidates and seek their approval to participate.  Provide Porter Novelli with list of op-ed byline candidates for each section.
· Los Angeles & Sacramento – Vince Bertoni (Sande George to contact)

· Central California – Carol Whiteside (Sande George to contact)

· Inland Empire – Steve Hayes or Riverside Planning Director (Collette Morse to contact)
Rapid response media program for op-eds and letters-to-the-editor:
Status: Pending list from Section Directors of 10-12 letter signers/press responders. 
Next steps: Porter Novelli to code list of letter signers by areas of expertise upon receipt, i.e. transportation, flood control, eminent domain, climate change, sustainable communities, resource protection, housing, regional planning/Blueprints, CEQA, etc.
Coordination with eminent domain campaign team

Status: Porter Novelli completed conference call with Vivian Kahn on December 12. 
Next Steps: Vivian Kahn to coordinate conference call with campaign media relations team and Porter Novelli team in early January. Following the call, Porter Novelli will draft APACA-specific messaging for use in campaign media relations.
Media training
Status: Pending feedback from Sande George and Vince Bertoni on committee recommendations for media training participants. Recommendations for participants include:
· Vince Bertoni, Los Angeles

· Julia Lave Johnston, Sacramento

· Kathleen Garcia, San Diego

· Pete Parkinson, Northern California

· Collette Morse, Orange County

· Kurt Christiansen, Orange County

· Jay Higgins, Central Coast

· David Salazar, Inland Empire

· George Ozner, Central California

Next Steps: Porter Novelli to coordinate media training date for participants.

“Planning Policy Principles for Climate Change Response” white paper
Status: Porter Novelli drafted cover letter for Climate Change white paper mailing to elected officials and routed to client. 
Next Steps: Porter Novelli to provide recommended target distribution list by January 4. 
Flood legislation
Status: Pending. APACA flood legislation implementation paper to be prepared for February workshop with CSAC, RCOC and League of Cities. 
Next Steps: Porter Novelli to work with Pete Parkinson and Sande George on potential wider distribution when the paper is completed.

National awards 
Status: Porter Novelli discussed coordinating media relations efforts with Dennis Johnson at APA National as well as several of the winners here in California. APA National was conducting local media outreach in California and the City of Calabassas was pitching the award win themselves also. Also, the Marin County award announcement was on hold. With this in mind and our desire to be good stewards of APACA’s budget, we did not want to duplicate National’s efforts. So, we recommended monitoring for coverage to see if their outreach is getting any traction in the media. As of today, we have found one article in the Daily Pilot (Newport Beach), but no other coverage. We have reached out to National to confirm this and look for ways to supplement their efforts. 
Next Steps: Porter Novelli to look for opportunities to supplement National outreach, including leveraging Marin award with Northern California section op-ed, if possible.

APACA Board meeting – January 10-12

Status: Pending

Porter Novelli to provide Sande George with recommendations on any issues to bring up with the Board at the meeting – a two-month look-ahead, if necessary. Porter Novelli’s recommendations will be sent to client on January 7. 

Reminder: Next conference call is Friday, January 18, 2008 at 1:30 p.m.
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