[image: image1.png]



APACA LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2008

LEGISLATURE IS BACK!

The Legislature came back for the second year of its two-year session on January 7.  All two-year bills have to be passed by the first house by January 31st or they will die.  
The only major planning bill in that category is AB 842 by Assembly Member Jones.  AB 842 would require the California Transportation Commission to update its guidelines for the preparation of regional transportation plans, including a requirement that each regional transportation plan provide for a 10% reduction in the growth increment of vehicle miles traveled.  It would also require HCD to administer the Infill Incentive Grant Program to fund capital improvement projects that are part of a qualifying infill project, ranking applicants based upon reduction of vehicle miles traveled as a result of the project.  

But what should you expect to see in 2008? The California Transportation Commission has already approved its own RTP guideline changes recently to incorporate land use strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  The ARB, Energy Commission and OPR are also considering land use and CEQA strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  To date, none of those efforts have found their way into legislation mandating specific strategies besides AB 842.  However, anticipate at least a few bills addressing this issue.
Also ongoing is SB 375, Senator Steinberg’s measure that would require regional transportation plans to include “Sustainable Community Strategies” to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, beyond what current regional Blueprints have so far proposed.  A coalition of local government and regional organizations, including APA, has been working with the author and sponsors on the measure.  There are currently no mandates for local governments to be consistent with the SCS in the regional transportation plans, but there are CEQA streamlining incentives for those that do.  Of chief concern for APA is how this new land use planning process at the regional level will work with existing General Plans, housing elements, Blueprints and other plans and requirements. New local funding sources to accomplish the goals of this bill are also being discussed.  This is the major planning bill for the year.

New measures are trickling in right now, with very few actually introduced. The deadline for introduction is February 22, so expect most bills to be in print the following week.  AB 1777, authored by Assembly Member Houston, would extend by 24 months the expiration date of any tentative map or parcel map for which a tentative map has been approved that has not expired on January 1, 2009.  As you’ll recall, a similar bill was signed into law in 1993.  CCAPA, the League of Cities, CSAC and others are also continuing to work with housing advocates on density bonus reform.
SON OF PROP 90 QUALIFIES FOR BALLOT
The Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association and the California Farm Bureau Federation and other property rights advocates have qualified their eminent domain and takings measure for the June ballot.  A competing measure sponsored by local governments is continuing to collect signatures and is expected to quality shortly.  Information on both measures will be continually updated on the APACA website, www.calapa.org.  The Jarvis initiative has a number of hidden and extreme provisions in it of concern to planners.  It would:

· Prohibit or require compensation for local zoning and other land use decisions.

· Prohibit local rent control and affordable housing laws that protect seniors, veterans and others on fixed incomes.

· Prohibit state and local water agencies from using eminent domain to acquire land for new water storage and delivery systems and to complete public/private partnerships, and

· Has no exception for actions taken by government to protect the public health or safety.

