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APA CALIFORNA LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – MAY 2009

BY SANDE GEORGE, APA CALIFORNIA LOBBYIST

STEFAN/GEORGE ASSOCIATES

BIG PLANNING BILLS STILL IN NEGOTIATION

A number of major planning bills remain active.  Some bills have already been amended to remove our concerns.  As usual, though, most of the measures remained alive after the first policy committee deadline May 1. APA California is negotiating amendments on many of them, but a number of the bills need major changes or are simply unworkable.   Below is a list of some of the hot bills that APA is actively lobbying.  If you have any comments on these measures, please send them to sgeorge@stefgangeorge.com.  If you wish to review the measures and current analyses of the bills, go to www.leginfo.ca.gov.

AB 45 – Blakeslee – Restricts local approvals of small wind energy systems similar to law that sunsetted
APA Position:  Working with author on amendments

AB 333 – Fuentes – Provides another 24 month map extension and allows building permit conditions and fees

APA Position:  Neutral as amended

AB 494 – Caballero – Establishes requirements for and approval restrictions on farmworker housing on agriculturally zoned property

APA Position:  Support if amended - working with the author on amendments

AB 596 – Evans - Establishes the Community Planning Grant and Loan Fund

APA Position:  Support

AB 666 – Jones – Requires new findings before approving maps in a state responsibility area or a very high fire hazard severity zone
APA Position:  Support as amended

AB 853 – Arambula – Specifies procedures for annexing unincorporated disadvantaged fringe communities and island communities to a city
APA Position:  Reviewing extensive new amendments
AB 1084 – Adams – Changes notice requirements for increases or changes in fees and establishes procedures for requesting an audit of those fees
APA Position:  Awaiting additional amendments

SB 194 – Florez – Requires cities and counties accepting Prop 84 funds to amend the General Plan to include extensive information and implementation measures to address disadvantaged communities in or near its boundaries

APA Position:  Oppose unless amended - reviewing extensive amendments

SB 326 – Strickland – Requires housing needs assessments in housing elements to include existing and projected foreclosure rates and the impact on housing needs
APA Position:  Oppose unless amended
SB 505 – Kehoe – Requires changes in the safety element,  General Plan and CEQA regarding measures to protect the community of fire risk in a State Responsibility Area or within very high hazard severity zones

APA Position:  Support if amended - working with author on amendments
SB 518 – Lowenthal – Requires localities to adopt and implement 20 points worth of parking reforms by 2012
APA Position: Oppose unless amended to be voluntary

SB 575 – Steinberg – Cleans up provisions of SB 375 including the rezoning requirement under housing element law and housing element due dates under the new 8 year RHNA process
APA Position:  Support if amended – working with author on amendments

SB 812 – Ashburn – Requires needs of persons with autism to be assessed in consultation with interested groups in developing the housing element

APA Position:  Oppose 

