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APA California Board Meeting Minutes | May 17, 2008

Aliso Creek, Laguna Beach
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Attendance:

President Vince Bertoni
President Elect Kurt Christiansen
VP Administration Hing Wong

VP Policy & Legislation Pete Parkinson

VP Professional Development Kimberly Christensen

VP Public Information Lance Schulte
California Planning Foundation President Alex Hinds

Student Representative Kennetha Gaines

Central Coast Section Director Jay Higgins

Los Angeles Section Director Kevin Keller

Northern Section Director Juan Borrelli

Orange Section Director Kimberly Brandt
Sacramento Valley Section Director Julia Lave Johnston

National Board Representative Jeff Lambert
AICP Representative Collette Morse
National Policy and Legislation Representative John Bridges

Membership Inclusion Director Michele Rodriguez

Planner Emeritus Network President Donald Cotton
State Awards Coordinator Jessie Barkley

University Liaison Conni Pallini-Tipton

APA Region VI Student Representative Manuel Munoz

Guests:

Marketing Director (Appointment) Derek Hull

Porter Novelli Senior Vice President Brenda Deeley
Porter Novelli Account Supervisor Marcus Ginnaty
New members were introduced:

•
Alex Hines, CPF President

•
Michele Rodriquez, Membership Inclusion Director

New roster update – Kurt requested updates be made.

Correction to January 11 and 12, 2008 Board Retreat minutes: Pete was absent.

MOTION:  Motion for approval of Board Retreat Minutes from January 11 and 12, 2008 was approved. 

Membership report: 

•
Hing reported APA California is still growing – 681 additional members statewide since last year which is an 11.7% increase.

Correct APA Designation:  National APA has adopted a branding policy and would like us to use “APA California” instead of “CCAPA” or “APACA”.

Budget report: 

•
Hing reported we are not likely to meet our newsletter ad goal this year.

•
Board retreat cost in January was higher than expected.

•
Profit for 2007 Conference in San José was $216,000.

•
National APA has requested we furnish a monthly financing report.  We will provide quarterly, if possible.

Appointment of Marketing Director:  Derek Hull is a Principal Planner for Riverside County and has been active in APA for over 10 years.  

MOTION:  Motion to appoint Derek Hull as Marketing Director was approved.

Online Election for 2008:  Board election will be done online this Fall instead of the postal mail version.

Professional Development:

•
Kim reported three FAICP from California were inducted at the APA National Conference in Las Vegas – Robert A. Leiter, Richard Willson, and Robert F. Dannenbrink, Jr.

•
Kim would like to engage more mentorships through our FAICP members.  Also we should update information on APA California website.

•
New 2009 FAICP nominations due in January; Applicants must be AICP member for minimum 15 years, 4 categories of eligibility.

•
It requires a lot of effort to prepare FAICP nominations; 9 months is not adequate time.

•
Julia requested current FAICP list to enlist volunteers for 2009 Conference preparation.  Membership list is emailed monthly from APA National and can be sorted by AICP/FAICP members.

Newsletter:

•
Lance reported that Northern Section changed to online 1-2 years ago and was well received.

•
Kimberly B. cautioned about over using email.

•
Julia suggests having a baseline for evaluating how sustainable the switch from hardcopy to e-newsletter is (i.e., how many trees saved, global omissions reduced, etc.)

•
Michele suggests people update their profile online.

•
Lance reported online version is attractive to advertisers, for instance link to sponsor website is valuable and timely.

•
Juan stated website hits increased due to e-newsletter.

•
Kurt suggests we do video and add to newsletter.  Also set a green policy for what we do in respect to newsletter, conference, etc.

•
Lance reported that logo and newsletters are being updated.  Website must be updated.  Lance asked newsletter contributors to get content to him ASAP.

•
Collette mentioned National APA has super topics each year.

•
Michele suggests that portfolios should be offered a section in the Cal Planner.

•
Julia would also like to see a “Sections” section in the Cal Planner.

•
Question regarding when we will go digital.

•
ACTION:  Lance will come back next meeting with digital newsletter proposal.

Media Strategy Report:

•
Porter Novelli representatives Brenda Deeley and Marcus Ginnaty were present.

•
Will continue to build on successes with letters to editors, Section newsletters, etc.

•
Section would like to reprint op-ed articles.  Apparently, there is a problem with reprinting.

•
National has prepared a press release for APA awards.  Web is searchable now. 

•
Barbara Boxer was recognized as APA’s Legislator of the Year.  We need to coordinate with Denny at National.

•
Speakers list is being coordinated by Lance and Porter Novelli, so journalists will have us in their rolodex in case there are questions or they want someone to interview.  Julia suggests adding Emeritus and FAICP members to list.

•
National session on media training is available on disk.  Q & A session will be sent to Board.

•
Press material will be available shortly.

•
Kurt mentioned op-eds were targeted to show diversity in our Board and membership.

•
National APA is starting up infrastructure and affordable housing topics.

•
Michele asked if we can use Porter Novelli to review newsletters and awards press releases.

•
PR Committee needs to work on better timing.

•
Kurt suggests we wait until October to survey our membership.

•
Collette reported there is a 3-week rule of thumb time period for providers getting registered as well as courses being approved for CM credits.  CM is not a profit center – it is for professional development and training.

•
Free iTunes sessions are available from Chicago planners.

•
New fee structure for providers is being rolled out.

•
Audio sessions for lending library at no charge.

•
National is working on a lending library program pending.  Ethics session was taped at National.

APA California CM Provider Fee: 

MOTION: Hing made a motion to sign up APA California as a CM provider for $2,000 fee which will include all 8 Sections.  Motion approved.

National Report:

•
Jeff reported young leaders group exists for members under 35 years of age.

Legislative Report:

•
Sande was not available.  Vince reported our financial support of $15,000 on “No on 98 and Yes on 99”.  Proposition 99 passed and Proposition 98 failed.

•
Risky energy – need more information from Sande.

•
League of Commissioners Handbook being prepared – Vince will follow up with Kathy Garcia.

1 Pete reported that SB 375 global warming regional transportation bill and AB 2280 density bonus changes are coming.

Conference report:

•
Speaker without meals is free for day, can add a day for a fee

•
Go green for Squaw Creek – incentives for Sacramento workshops activities with possibility of using alternative form of transportation such as Amtrak or bus.

MOTION:  Motion to approve the 2008 Conference budget.  Motion approved.

CPF report:

•
Alex reported $35,000 awarded last year through scholarships, awards, and APA student memberships.

•
$22,000 collected at last year’s auction.

•
24 students will be interviewed on June 6-7 and June 21.

•
Top scholarship of $5,000 will be awarded this year with four $3,000 scholarships, two $2,000 scholarships, and many $1,000 scholarships.

NEXT BOARD MEETING:

The next APA California Board meeting with be Sunday, September 21 at the conference.  Tentative time will be 9:30 am to 4:00 pm.

