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Sacramento Valley Section 2009 Conference Update

Prepared for the APACA Board Meeting 9/21/08
The following is an overview for the Conference Committee for the 2009 event at Squaw Creek Resort.

· The conference committee is comprised of a Steering Committee (conference leadership) and ten subcommittees addressing the range of activities needed to support a conference.

· The conference committee is currently made up of 54 active volunteers from around the region.  This number continues to grow as interest and knowledge of the event spreads.

· Special subcommittees for the 2009 Conference include:

· Green Team.  Group dedicated to enhancing sustainable practices at the conference and adding a unique track to the programs and mobile workshop aspect of the program.

· Pre-conference.  The Conference Committee is working hard to provide alternative modes of transportation to the conference.  As part of this, we are looking to create a staging area in Sacramento.  This committee will be charged with making this part of the conference event, and not just a waiting room for the bus.

· Young Leaders.  At the 2009 Conference, the committee is actively looking to engage young planners.  This includes looking at ways to encourage broader attendance at the conference by this age group (under 35) and adding a program track that addresses the unique training needs of this group of planners.  Social events targeted at this demographic will also be planned.

· Executive Committee

· Rick Rust, Conference Co-chair

· Tricia Stevens, Conference Co-chair

· Julia Lave Johnston, Section Director

· Terry Rivasplata, Programs Chair

· Hing Wong, State Representative

· Lynne Bynder, State Conference Coordinator

· Steering Committee

· Comprised of the Executive Committee and the chairs/deputy chairs from each subcommittee
· Conference Subcommittee Chairs

· Administration

· Anna Choudhari, Chair

· Derek Wong, Deputy Chair

· Facilities / Transportation

· Scot Mende, Chair

· Green Team

· Curtis Alling, Chair

· Mobile Workshops

· Steve Peterson, Chair

· Colleen Shade, Deputy Chair

· Pre-Conference

· Dan Amsden, Chair

· Programs

· Terry Rivasplata, Chair

· Kendra Breiland, Deputy Chair

· Registration / Volunteers

· Steering Committee

· Special Events

· Jeff Goldman, Chair

· Sponsorships / Exhibits

· Jim Harnish, Chair

· Young Leaders

· Ted Holzem, Chair
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Steering Committee Meetings.  The Steering Committee is currently meeting twice a month at this time.  Initial accomplishments include:

· Performing a site visit at the conference location, including review of facilities and coordination with the resort and nearby lodging facilities (overflow locations)

· Adopting a logo design

· Commencing subcommittee meeting(s) to start the planning process

· Establishing preliminary program tracks (see attached overview).
· Investigating alternative transportation methods to and from the conference

· Developing marketing materials for 2008 Conference, including sponsorship of the water bottle giveaway at the conference.

2009 APA California Conference 

“Long Views—Greater Vision”

August 2008

Proposed Program Tracks 

The program committee recommends the following tracks.  We have worked under the assumption that there will be either 6 or 7 meeting rooms available at the conference that are large enough to hold sessions.  Some of our preliminary ideas for session topics are listed under each of the tracks. 

Terry Rivasplata, Program Committee Chair 

Future Considerations 

There are a number of ways in which sessions can be presented.  The small size of many of the meeting rooms, even when dividers are opened, will be a challenge.  We are going to need to be very thoughtful in how the sessions are to be accommodated.  Here are some preliminary thoughts about the forms that sessions may take: 

· Presentations

· Panel discussions

· Poster sessions (located outside, or in the ballrooms when they are not in use)

· Consultant’s corner 

Planning 101/Career Development 

· The usual suspects:  zoning, Subdivision Map Act, CEQA, traffic impact analysis, etc. with emphases on law and practice 

· Planning your path– career development sessions for entry-level planners, as well as those in the middle of their careers 

· AICP CM stalwarts:  ethics and planning law 

Emerging Policy

· Evaluation of how emerging policies (fiscal, social, environmental) are shaping planning practice 

· Outreach to academics 

· What’s happening in the State capitol

Adaptation

· Examples of planning that adapts to environmental, political, and funding constraints 
· Planning for hazards (fire, flood, etc.); recovery planning

· Effective planning in a fiscally-constrained environment  

· Tourism and resort planning 

Sustainability Toolkit

· Recommended practices to achieve sustainability goals 

· Greenhouse gases 

· Green building/LEED 

· Renewable resources 

· Natural resources management 

Places for Everyone

· Topics may include diversity, health care (including care for the aged), housing, transportation 

· Projects that accommodate multiple publics or underserved segments of the population 

· School siting 

Visionary Planning

· Planning practices and projects that exemplify the “long view” 

Public Awareness/Selling the Vision

· Planning practices and projects which increase public awareness/understanding of the plans 

Communications and outreach strategies, transparency in planning practice, engaging and educating decision makers
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